
BOOK in.] U-CHANG-NA—UDYANA. 133

die, and let your son come for a share of the relics to
honour them."

Then Tath&gata with all his attendants took flight through
the air and went. Afterwards Uttarasena-raja, whilst en-
gaged in the chase, saw, a long way off, his palace lighted
up as if with a fire. Being in doubt about it, he quitted the
chase and returned. On seeing his mother with her sight
restored he was transported with joy, and addressed her,
saying, " What fortunate circumstance lias occurred to you
during rny short absence that you should have got your
sight again as of old time ?" The mother said, " After
you had gone out Tathagata came here, and after hearing
him preach I recovered my sight. Buddha has gone from
here to Kus*inagara; he is going to die between the Sdla
trees. He commands you to go quickly to the spot to get
some of his relics."

The king having heard these words, uttered cries of
lamentation, and fell prostrate on the ground motionless.
Coming to himself, he collected his cortege and went to
the twin-trees, where Buddha had already died. Then
the kings of the other countries treated him scornfully,
and were unwilling to give him a share of the much-
prized relics they were taking to their own countries.
On this a great assembly of DeVas acquainted them with
Buddha's wishes, on which the kings divided the relics
equally, beginning with him.

Going north-west from the town of Mung-kia-li, crossing
a mountain and passing through a valley, we reascend
the Sin-tu river.36 The roads are craggy and steep; the
mountains and the valleys are dark and gloomy. Some-
times we have to cross by ropes, sometimes by iron chains
stretched (across the gorges}. There are foot-bridges (or
covered ways) suspended in the air, and flying bridges
across the chasms, with wooden steps let into the ground for
climbing the steep embankments. Going thus 1000 li or

38 That is, we strike on the Indus river, and ascend it against its
course.




