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at rest. Taking the hand of the priest, it directed it
to the place of the hurt, where a rotten (broken) piece
of bamboo had penetrated. The Sramana thereupon drew
out the splinter and applied some medicinal herbs, and
tore up his garment to bind the foot with it. Another
elephant taking a gold casket, brought it to the sick
elephant, who having received it gave it forthwith to the
Sramana. The Sramana opening it, found in the inside
Buddha's tooth. Then all the elephants surrounding him,
he knew not how to get away. On the morrow, being a
fast-day, each elephant brought him some fruit for his
mid-day meal. Having finished eating, they carried the
priest out of the forest a long way (some hundred li), and
then they set him down, and, after salutation paid, they
each retired.

The Sramana coming to the western borders of the
country, crossed a rapid river; whilst so doing the boat
was nearly overwhelmed, when the men, consulting to-
gether, said, " The calamity that threatens the boat is
owing to the Sramana; he must be carrying some relics
of Buddha, and the dragons have coveted them."

The master of the ship having examined (hisgoods), found
the tooth of Buddha. Then the Sramana, raising up the
relic, bowed his head, and called to the Nagas and said, "I

, now intrust this to your care; not long hence I will come
again and take it." Then declining to cross the river,127

lie returned to the bank and departed. Turning to the river
he sighed and said, " Not knowing how to restrain these
Naga creatures has been the cause of my calamity." Then
going back to India, he studied the rules of restraining
dragons, and after three years he returned towards his
native country, and having come to the river-side he built
and appointed there an altar. Then the Na-gas brought
the casket of Buddha's tooth and gave it to the Sramana ;
the Sramana took it and brought it to this sanghdrdma
and henceforth worshipped it.

127 That is, he did not land on the other side, but went back in the boat.




