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Tathigata, when in the world, preached the law for the
sake of a Nfga-rija for seven days.!® By the side of it
are four little siatpas; here are traces where, in days gone
by, the four past Buddhas sat and walked.

From this going south 260 or 270 li, and crossing the
Ganges river, proceeding then in a south-west direction,
we come to Pi-lo-shan-na (Virasana) country.

P1-L0-SHAN-NA (VIRASANA?)

This country 27 is about 2000 li in circuit. The capital
town about 101i. The climate and produce are the same
as those of Ahikshétra. The habits of the people are
violent and headstrong. They are given to study and the
arts, They are chiefly heretics (atfached in faith to heresy);
there are a few who believe in the law of Buddha. There
are two sanghdrdmas with about 300 priests, who attach
themselves to the study of the Great Vehicle. There are
five Déva temples occupied by sectaries of different per-
suasions.

In the middle of the chief city is an old sanghdrdma,
within which is a stdpa, which, although in ruins, is still
rather more than 100 feet high. It was built by A$bka-
raja. Tathdgata, when in the world in old days, preached
here for seven days on the Wen-kini-chu-king (Skandha-

dhdtu-upasthdna Sttre 7)1

18 The old story connected with
this place was that Rija Adi was
found by Dréna sleeping under the
guardianship of a serpent, hence the
name Ahi-chhatra (serpent canopy).
This story was probably appropriated
by the Buddhists. For a full account
of this place and its present condi-
tion, see Cunningham, Archeolog.
Survey of India, vol. i. p. 259 ff.

17 Restored (doubtfully) by Julien
to Virasana. General Cunningham
identifies it (conjecturally) with a
great mound of ruins called Atrahji-
khéra, four miles to the south of

By the side of it are the

Karsina. Hiuen Tsiang probably
crossed the Ganges near Sahdwar, a
few miles from Soron : this appears
to answer to the distance of 260 or
270 li—about 50 miles. General
Cunninghamn says 23 to 25 miles,
but on his Map x. the distance is 50
miles.

18 Julien (p. 236, n. 1) renders
this literally “ one who dwells in the
world called Ouen-kiai;” but wen-
kiai represents skandha-dhdtu, and
chu is the Chinese symbol for upas-
thdna.





