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stratagem of this hateful (heretical) spirit (viz., of the tree),
I have failed to obtain the heavenly joys."

To the east of the capital, between the two confluents
of the river, for the space of 10 li or so, the ground is
pleasant and upland. The whole is covered with a fine
sand. From old time till now, the kings and noble fami-
lies, whenever they had occasion to distribute their gifts
in charity, ever came to this place, and here gave away
their goods; hence it is called the great charity enclosure.
At the present time Siladitya-raja, after the example of
his ancestors, distributes here in one day the accumulated
wealth of five years. Having collected in this space of
the charity enclosure immense piles of wealth and jewels,
on the first day he adorns in a very sumptuous way a
statue of Buddha, and then offers to it the most costly
jewels. Afterwards he offers his charity to the residen-
tiary priests ; afterwards to the priests (from a distance)
who are present; afterwards to the men of distinguished
talent; afterwards to the heretics who live in the place,
following the ways of the world; and lastly, to the widows
and bereaved, orphans and desolate, poor and mendi-
cants.

Thus, according to this order, having exhausted his
treasuries and given food in charity, he next gives away
his head diadem and his jewelled necklaces. From the
first to the last he shows no regret, and when he has
finished he cries with joy, "Well clone! now all that I
have has entered into incorruptibla and imperishable
treasuries."

After this the rulers of the different countries offer their
jewels and robes to the king, so that his treasury is re-
plenished.

To the east of the enclosure of charity, at the confluence
of the two rivers, every day there are many hundreds or
men who bathe themselves and die. The people of this
country consider that whoever wishes to be born in heaven




